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Artists    »    Harry  Roseland 
1868-1950 


Harry  Roseland  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York  in  1868.  He  was  largely  self-taught 
although  he  had  some  studies  under  J.B.  Whittaker  in  Brooklyn.  His  subject  matter 
at  first  was  highly  sentimental  and  heavily  influenced  by  fashionable  taste,  young 
women,  old  folks  and  idealized  farm  scenes.  He  abandoned  these  subjects  when  he 
found  a  subject  that  was  close  to  home  and  yet  largely  unnoticed:  the  post-civil  war 
blacks  who  formed  the  underpinnings  of  Northeastern  society.  Roseland's  clever  and 
skillful  scenes  were  remarkably  dispassionate  and  candid  for  the  time.  They 
captured  with  gentle  humor,  a  way  of  life  that  existed  throughout  the  first  half  of  the 
twentieth  century.  Roseland  never  left  his  native  Brooklyn,  dying  in  New  York  in 
1950,  but  he  enjoyed  a  remarkable  success  in  his  chosen  specialty,  improving  and 
maturing  constantly. 


http://www.derusfinearts.com/roseland.asp 
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Lincoln  Shown 

At  Worship  in 

Old 


Store    to    Exhibit    New 

Painting  by  Roseland 

j    to   Mark  Anniversary 

"The  Inspiration,"  a  life-size 
.painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by 
Harry  Roseland  of  246  Fulton  St., 
is  on  exhibition  at  Abraham  & 
Straus'  today,  the  121st  anniversary 
'ofjthe  Emancipator's  birth.  It  pic- 
tures Lincoln  worshiping  in  Ply- 
rmobth  Church  on  Brooklyn  Helghts; 
•Th|  date,  Feb.  28,  1860,  is  engraved 
tablet  beside  the  fifth  pew  in  this 
ric  church.  Beside  him  is  th» 
re  of  the  Christ.  > 

e  setting  in  old  Plymouth  to* 
is  nearly  tl?e  same  as  that  Sun. 
morning  when  Lincoln  wor- 
ed  there.  Only  the  pulpit  ta- 
and  a  clock  beneath  the  first 
cony  are  gone.  The  former  is, 
now  among  the  treasures  at  Amherst 
College.  The  clock  is  a  possession 
of  the  Starr  family  at  16  Mont- 
gomery Place. 

Jwith  these  exceptions,  Mr.  Rose- 
land found  his  setting  a  few  months 
ago  when  he  began  his  picture  the 
same  as  Lincoln  entered  the  church 
"  few  days  after  Beecher  had  "sold," 
om  his  rostrum,  as  a  dramatic  ob- 
ct  lesson,  "Pinkey,"  a  9-year-old 
lave,  who  was  brought  by  the  Rev. 

StShQEt^Eaulkrifirl  nmu  nf  Bw  ma^*^- 

Trom  Washington  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  girl's  owner.  - 
{.        *  Holds  Plymouth  Hymnal 

Lincoln  is  pictured  holding  the 
M  Plymouth  hymnal.  Draped  over 
he  pew  in  front  is  his  plaid  shawl, 
lis  umbrella  is  beside  it.      , 

Lincoln's  pew  was  two  rows  back 
from  the  Beecher  family  pew,  ac-  - 
cording  to  Charles  F,  Halsey,  regis- 
ter of  the  church,  who  can  vividly 
remember  the  Lincoln  visit  to 
Plymouth. 

-.  "The  Inspiration"  differs  some- 
what from  Mr.  Roseland 's  "Lincoln, 
at  Plymouth,"  which  -he  exhibited 
last  year  at  this  time.  Essentially 
that  difference  is  in  the  portrayal  of 
the  Christ. 

"The  Inspiration,"  Mr.  Roseland 
says,  belongs  to  a  series  of  paintings 
he  -is  doing  of  historic  incidents  of 
Brooklyn.  i. 

His  first  portrays  Henry  ward1 
Beecher  "selling"  the  slave  girl  from 
his  rostrum.  Another  is  of  Beecher 
himself  in  latter  days.  His  other  pic- 
turization  of  Lincoln  was  sold  re- 
cently for  a  Michigan  collection.     A 
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Roseland,  Harry 


EMANCIPATOR  AND  INSPIRATION 


Painting  by  Harry  Roseland,  Brooklyn  artist,  being  shown 
at  Abraham  &  Straus  today.  ,  \a 
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Ho  8  el  and,  Harry 

NEW  SCHOOL1  TO  GET  LINCOLN  PORTRAIT 


A  new  pain tingj^JUaEfthftJU.  Lia? 
coi2t«J># "  Harrv  Roseland,  well- 
"-"""imown  Brooklyn  painter,  is  to  be 
presented  to  the  new  Abraham  Lin- 
coln High  School  in  Coney  Island 
when  it  opens  next  month.  The 
painting,  appropriately  called  "Lin- 
coln the  Scholar,"  was  recently  put 
on  public  display  in  the  show  win- 
dows of  the  Brooklyn  Borough  Gas 
Company,  Mermaid  Ave.  and  17th 
S,t.,.  Coney  Island. 


the  painter,  Harry  Roseland. 

The  proposal  to  present  a  Lincoln 
painting  to  the  new  school  was  first 
suggested  by  Leslie  Stratton,  Coney 
Island  newspaperman.  A  group  ol 
public-spirited  citizens  was  organ- 
ized to  raise  the  necessary  fund! 
by  public  subscription,  and  Roseland 
who  had  done  many  other  paintings 
of  Lincoln,  was  retained  to  portraj 
the  Civil  War  President  as  thi 
scholar  and  inspiration  to  students 

William  P.  Grady  is  treasurer  ol 
the  fund  committee,   _,..., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Eagle 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AT  PLYMOUTH  CHURCH— This 

painting  by  Harry  Roseland  portrays  the  Great  Liberator 
at  Plymouth  Church  on  Feb.  28,  1  860,  when  he  heard  a 
sermon  by  Henry  Ward  Beecher  on  the  emancipation  of 
slavery.  Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  his 
thoughts  turned  to  the  sale  of  slaves  on  the  block.  His 
"vision"  overlaps  worshipping  Negroes  in  the  old  "slave 
gallery"  of  the  church.  Mr.  Roseland,  a  well-known 
painter  of  Negro  life,  first  exhibited  as  a  young  man  in 
his  teens  in  the  80s.  His  studio  is  in  the  Ovington  build- 
ing, 252  Fulton  St. 


-BROOKLYN  EKGLg,  SUNT,  FEB.  Jl.  1950 


